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A Special Way of Being
Camphill launches their policy document
It's often remarked that there is something special about
Camphill. People talk about the certain kind of calm that
you get in communities (and me thinking 'if only they
knew!) or the beauty of the houses and surroundings.
These are certainly remarkable qualities but they also don't
quite get to the core of what makes Camphill special.
In fact, tying to arrive at a description of the Camphill Way
has proven so challenging that it has taken all of our efforts
for nearly three years to achieve some level of understanding.
On the face of it, the document 'Life in Camphill in Ireland'
is a collection of reports detailing policies and procedures
for the Camphill organisation. Indeed, for some readers
this is all that it is intended or wished to be. However for
many people, including myself, it is much more. It is a step on
the road to maintaining the integrity of Camphill in the
face of powerful forces demanding compliance and
standardisation. It is us recognising our responsibilities but
also our
right to decide for ourselves who we are and what it is
we want to do. It is also us grappling with issues of identity, participation, safety and purpose.
And why does any of this really matter?
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has a great deal to offer to
society.
Calendar of Events
A few years ago I went to
a talk by a well known
environmentalist who was discussing the contribution that
experiments in sustainable living had to make.
His conclusion was that the main point of such experiments
would be realised when conventional systems failed and
there would be a sudden search for viable alternatives.
This, to me, is the ultimate importance of the Camphill way.
In their forward to the 'Ways of Being' report, John O'Brien
and Patricia O'Brien, two distinguished academics, put it
like this:
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'Camphill's viability-and its value to the rest of the world
depends on all of its people's continual striving to live out,
in everyday life, a coherence of the deep understanding of
human destiny and development, an appreciation of the
centrality of relationship and freedom, and a careful
consideration of the ways economic life and cultural
practice can best support people's life journeys that its
tradition and spiritual roots give it.'
Camphill is a challenging experiment in intentional living.
But the experiment has been remarkably successful for
over 70 years so we must be doing something right!
That’s special.
Noel Bruder
Camphill co-

Most immediately it matters because if we are not deciding
these things for ourselves then there are plenty of people
ready to tell us what they think we should be. Without
some clear self-definition we would be more prone to this
interference. Going beyond this, it matters because the
way of life in Camphill communities is quite unique and
Editors Note June 09
It’s onwards and upwards for Camphill in Ireland with the
recognition of new communities in Ballymoney Co.
Wexford and Mountshannon Co. Clare as members of the
Camphill Association.
The recent launch of the Camphill Policy Document was
a major step in reconfirming the ethos and aims of Camphill.
The setting up of the national Family and Friends Association
as a mutual support group was another major step forward.
Our fundraising efforts are being cranked up with seven
communities being supported in June’s Mini Marathon
and the holding of the Race Evening at Leopardstown
on 18th June. Camphill Open Days are also an
opportunity to visit a local community with
family and friends.

Share the Camphill Spirit
Michael Hilary

You can read more of
Life in Camphill Ireland
by going to www.camphill.ie

Villager profile
Jimmy makes his mark
Jimmy comes from Dublin but has lived at Jerpoint for the
past eight years. Jimmy has tried out different types of
work, including metal work, pottery, paper making when
he trained on the Journeyman Scheme but indoor
workshops can be difficult because of the small spaces and
noise. Over the past eight years Jimmy spends part of the
day on the farm and in the garden. The natural sounds,
smells, tastes and occasional work possibilities appeal to
Jimmy. The space for him to run, shout and occasionally
help give Jimmy the opportunity to make his mark. Some
moments stand out in the garden for Jimmy. Some days
when some of the group are working well as a team
preparing firewood for the houses and neighbours, with
one member of the team cutting and one chopping and
one splitting, Jimmy is busy loading and carting, he feels
the rhythm, momentum and enthusiasm of the others and
is prompted to play his part. He picks, loads the logs ‘one
of the team’ happy to be part of something great.
These ‘moments’ can grow for Jimmy when he has the
space to choose whether to the part of the Team or not.
On other days, Jimmy will watch and seem pre-occupied
but he knows we know of his great potential, the potential
to ‘make his mark’.
For Jimmy by John
Camphill Community Jerpoint Co. Kilkenny

Jimmy Walsh (centre) with Joa Kang and Rees Horschig

Racing for Camphill
When Fiveforthree cruised home by an easy seven lengths in
the Ladbroke sponsored Champion Stayers Hurdle at the
Punchestown Festival recently, not only was he winning one of
the biggest prizes of the National Hunt Year he was elevating
himself to the top of the rankings - the best hurdler in Ireland.
Michael Hilary and his sister Wendy bought the grey horse from
Kevin O’Donnell’s yard in Gowran at the end of 2006, with five
friends from Wanderers Rugby Club in Dublin, to run in the
colours of the Old Crowbars Syndicate.
Willie Mullins took him into training and turned him into an
athlete, and the fun began. In Feb ’07 he opened his account on
his first run with an impressive win in a Punchestown Bumper.
In March 2008 we travelled to Cheltenham and won the Grade I
Ballymore Novices Hurdle race with Ruby Walsh on board.
Truly a dream come true and a once in a lifetime experience for
most owners.

Happy owners with Fiveforthree, jockey Ruby Walsh
and trainer Willie Mullins

This year after a delayed preparation he won a race in Wexford,
was a close-up second to Solwith in the John Smith Aintree Hurdle
on Grand National Day which was another great day out, and
topped all that by winning the Ladbroke Hurdle.
The Syndicate made a donation to Camphill of €5000 from his
winnings last year, and with the luck they are having this year an
increased slice of the winnings will be on its way after June
Andrew Ryan and Katri Halmé from Camphill
Greenacres receiving chêque from Michael Hilary and
Tommy Buckley

Formation of the
‘Camphill Family and
Friends Association’
Over the years there have been informal discussions about
the need to set up a national representative group for the
parents and guardians of people who reside within the
Camphill Communities of the Republic of Ireland.
In March 2008, a meeting was held in Camphill Dunshane
to explore the possibility of setting up an Association and
a number of people under the guidance of Mr. John
Hughes volunteered to act as an Ad-Hoc Committee. Over
the following year this Committee met on a number of
occasions in the Coffee Shop in Kilcullen on Sunday mornings along with representatives from Camphill Mischa
Fekete and Nicola Hart. There were many issues discussed
affecting the operation of Camphill and it was felt that a
representative body could help.

The well attended day was taken up with interesting talks
and presentations from Micha on the Policy Document,
Mark Dwan and Deirdre Carroll from Inclusion Ireland.
In the afternoon several workshops took place on
challenging behaviour, sexuality/relationships, and making
a will. There was a lot of positive feedback from the day.
Following the AGM the first meeting of the committee took
place in Kilcullen on Sunday 10th May.
The following people were elected at the meeting to act
as officials of the Association for a 2 year period.
Chairman Acting Treasurer
Vice-Chairperson
Secretary
PRO/Representative on the Council

John Hughes
Maeve Liffey
CarolineMcCann
Michael Hilary

The date for the 2010 AGM is Sunday 25th April, 2010 in
Camphill Dunshane and if you wish to contact the
Association, email camphillffa@ireland.com or write to:
Camphill Family and Friends Association, Greenacres,
1a Farmhill, Goatstown Dublin 14.

The inaugural AGM took place on 8th March, 2009 in
Camphill Dunshane. A draft Constitution of the objectives
of the Association was outlined and subsequently approved. The primary objectives are:
A To provide a representative Forum for family, guardians
and friends of people with special needs to discuss all
matters of mutual concern.
B To promote communication and dialogue.
C To support the Council and local committees in
maintaining the ethos and high standards which have
traditionally prevailed.
D To lobby the appropriate bodies and agencies for
benefit and improvement of our communities and for
the future of people with special needs.
E To assist the Council and local committees with PR and
fundraising.
F To promote friendship between people with special
needs, co-workers, families, friends and advocates.
G To promote an understanding of Camphill by arranging
conferences, talks and supporting Open Days.
H To support each other in times of need.

Pictured in the coffeeshop in Kilcullen from left to right
committee members: Michael Hilary, John Hughes,
Miriam Bourke, Maeve Liffey, Caroline McCann and
Nicola Hart.

In 1939, a small group of young Austrian refugees, together with Dr Karl
Konig, formed a community to help children with special needs. From this
small beginning developed the Camphill Movement.
This book tells the story of Camphill's eleven intrepid founders. Alix Roth
had worked as a photographer in Vienna; Anke Weihs was a dancer; Thomas
Weihs had studied medicine in Vienna and Basel; Carlo Pietzner was an artist
in Vienna; and Peter Roth began medical studies and later became a priest.
This book documents how these and other diverse talents came together to
form a network which now numbers over one hundred homes, schools and
villages.
Cover photograph: Barbara Lipsker, Anke Weihs, Peter Roth, Kate Roth, and Thomas
Weihs, Murtle Estate 1962.
The book is available from The Bridge Bookshop, Kilcullen. Telephone: 045 481597

Memories of a Co-worker
Finding a friend and meeting my mate
By Lila Gill
I still remember my first day here at Camphill Dunshane
five and half years ago. It had been a long journey from
Washington State to Naas. Co. Kildare. It was early August
and the new group of co-workers had just arrived. We had
an introductory meeting and tea afterwards.
That afternoon I met two people who would leave a special
mark on my life. It was the Summer holiday and all the
students were still at home except for one. It was then that
I first met Ian Morgan. I also met my future husband
Marcus that afternoon but he didn't make a good impression
on me that time. Ian, however, greeted me with a great
big, warm hug and I immediately felt more comfortable
amongst all these strangers. With no family to go home to,
Ian has grown up in Camphill, first arriving in Glencraig
when he was seven or eight years old. He came to Dunshane
when he had finished his schooling there. Ian truly is at
home in Dunshane and he spreads that sense of comfort
to those around him.
That was the beginning of a very exciting year. I learned
so many new skills: gardening, bread making, basket making
even how to milk a cow!. But most of all I learned about
people and the challenges and gifts that come with living
together in a community. At the end of the year I realized
that I was not ready to leave yet. I had grown to love this
very different way of life and most of all I just couldn't
imagine my life without the students.
From the beginning I felt a special connection with Ian
as did Marcus who was his co-worker. This connection has
strengthened over the years and he has come to feel like
a brother to me. Marcus, Ian and I have been on several
holidays together. Two years ago we went to Lanzarote
and Ian went on his first plane ride which he loved.
The following year we went to Madeira and had a great
time. Ian loves the beach and the water and he especially
loves to go on boat rides. These adventures with Ian have
been much fun and we have all had so many laughs
together.

Ian likes greeting people with a big hug

The beach has great attractions for Ian

Ian, Lila and Marcus

However, it was in the Summer of 2006 that Ian give us
the most wonderful gift. When Marcus and I got married
in Dunshane we asked Ian to be our ring bearer.
The day before our wedding all the people in the wedding
party did a walk-through of the ceremony but about
halfway through Ian wandered off looking for some sticks,
no doubt. So we wondered if he would know what to do
and where to go on the big day. But we needn't have worried,
looking as handsome as ever in a tuxedo, drenched from
the rain that poured down on us all, he walked down the
hill with our rings and brought them to us along with one
of his warm hugs. It was a particularly touching moment
during a day filled with emotion for us.
After all these years Ian still puts a smile on my face and
he is a large reason why I have chosen to make my home
here as well.
Wedding in Dunshane

Dunshane House Conservatory Reopens Doors
By Felicia von Jeetze
As you arrive in Camphill Community Dunshane near Brannockstown, Naas, you come to the first house after which
the community was named, Dunshane House, and are awed by its shining white conservatory. After three years of
being closed and then shielded from the public by a protective plastic covering and scaffolding, it recently reopened
its doors after extensive and detailed repair and replacement work had been done on its woodwork and glass panes.
The conservatory had always been an important feature of Dunshane, a landmark that was often used for social
gatherings and festive occasions. However, it got old and run down, its leaking roof and its brittle glass panels were
badly in need of renewal. Professional advice was then sought from Architect John Delaney of Newbridge and Paul
Maher, a building specialist. It was decided to have the structure taken apart and repaired from top to bottom, even
though the process would be very costly. An initial fund-raising effort by the Dublin parents and friends group yielded
€ 17,000, and this money was used to start the work. After covering the structure on all sides and erecting scaffolding
around it for easy accessibility, all the glass was taken out so the woodwork could begin to dry out and be ready for
restoration. For two years the empty structure remained in this protected condition.
Meanwhile, Dunshane made an appeal for assistance to the Kildare County Council and it was granted € 20,000 in aid.
Additional funding was then provided by Dunshane and some private donors. Actual construction work started in the
autumn of last year. The building company SISK offered to replace the wood, upgrade the glass, and do the painting
work through its apprenticeship programme for a greatly reduced price. The Dunshane maintenance team led by
Timmy Allen and Liam Hayden also did a great deal of work on the conservatory. New heating and electrical connections
were installed and the gutters have been partly replaced as well. Its red, black, and white floor tiles were given a new
sheen. With new furniture and plants the conservatory is again full of activity and life.
Sometime after Easter a celebration will be held for all those who were involved in the restoration through their work
and financial help.

Dunshane House conservatory looking spectacular in the spring sunshine

Three Projects Fundraising
Our current Fundraising Drive including the upcoming Race Night at Leopardstown on Thursday 18th June, will
support three worthwhile Projects:

1. The New Therapy Building In Ballytobin Co Kilkenny
Camphill in Ballytobin is a rural based community three miles outside Callan town. It’s primary focus is to meet the
needs of young children with special needs. There is a small school a day activity centre, and workshops embedded in
the farm, and a landscaped garden. Over the last number of years the community has been active to accompany the
level of care with a range of therapies. The growth of this dimension of the community, now seeks a home, a focus
point, a centre for excellence!
The new building currently being constructed, will have adequate space and facilities to host physiotherapy, art and
painting therapy, massage, movement and music therapy and a medical centre.

2. Camphill Callan’s award winning renewable energy initiative CRESCO
This is a pioneering, wood fuelled energy system for the community houses, and the town of Callan, while creating
employment for people with special needs at its depot in Westcourt Industrial Estate. The Carnegie Foundation has
selected it as its Rural Spark for Ireland in a recent award ceremony at the Eden Project in Cornwall.

3. Wheelchair facilities Duffcarrig
The Duffcarrig Community in Gory Co. Wexford has asked for support to upgrade wheelchair facilities for Francis
House. Dufcarrig was founded in 1972 as a working community for adults with a variety of emotional disturbances
and mental and physical disabilities. As many residents have got older with the place, we have an increasing number
of people beyond retirement age. Accessibility and conversion and fitting out bathrooms is a priority with a new ensuite needed in one of our larger bedrooms.

Please support

CAMPHILL COMMUNITIES
in our National fundraising event
GREAT FUN • GREAT FOOD • GREAT CAUSE
Join us on Thursday 18th June at 5.30pm for a great night of live racing at Leopardstown in aid of
The Therapy Centre in Camphill Ballytobin,
Renewable Energy Initiative in Camphill Callan
Wheelchair accessibility for Francis House in Camphill Duffcarrig
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The ingredients of a great night:
Entry to the Race Course and
the glass fronted Leopardstown Pavilion
Complimentary Race Card
Superb viewing of live racing
Drinks reception from 5pm
Extensive Fork Supper
Tote betting facilities
Live music
A raffle with many fabulous prizes

By your support you’ll be helping
people with special needs to lead
dignified and joyful lives
Cost: Tables of 10 are available at v1,500
or individuals at v150
To book, contact:
Michael Hilary: 087 256 8810
fundraising@camphill.ie or book online at
www.eventelephant.com/camphillracenight7C/O Camphill Communities
Greenacres
1a Farmhill Park, Goatstown, Dublin 14

Camphill Dingle takes root
By Betsie Konink
In the 1990s a group of parents approached the Council of the Camphill Communities of Ireland hoping that a community could start in Dingle.
Fundraising started and a 44 acres farm was bought and finally at the end of September 2004 a group of co-workers
moved to Dingle to start the community.
The land at that time was still leased out and there were no buildings. Two houses, within walking distance of the land,
where rented, one of them in a really bad state, so that the first half year was spent restoring this building.
Soon after work on the land started: a garden was created, 7 acres of forest planted, the land was re-fenced, fruit trees
and bushes planted, a herb garden created and 2 poly tunnels and some prefab buildings appeared.
All of this work happened with the help of the local community; neighbours helped with the tree planting and fencing,
stocked our budding farm, offered endless help and advice.
Active fundraising and grant schemes helped us to get this far.
We are still very small, just about 20 people. We live in 3 rented houses and in mobile homes.
Though we have planning permission for our first house, there is the big question as how we will find funding in the
present time of recession. A purpose built house on the land is badly needed. At the moment we have to be very
selective in whom we can take in as the rented houses are very noisy and cramped and not suitable for wheelchairs
and people who need more space and peace. Eventually we hope to build 4 houses, and a hall and workshop...but at
the moment these are just dreams.
In the mean time we have a well established weaving workshop in a prefab, the little stone ruin on the land is renovated
and houses the food workshop, office and a small flat and a newly bought portacabin is used as a community room
and candle workshop. We sell our produce at the market on Fridays, and have well supported open days and craft sales.
We have also just started to constuct a farm building and will have to do a lot more fundraising to finish it.
The social and cultural life is rich and varied. We have built up a strong connection with the local community and take
part in the local festivals, visit the theatre, cinema, pubs, some of us are learning Irish, some go to evening classes and
in the community we offer pottery classes, art classes, dancing, reading and writing, swimming, and yoga. Local artists
and craft people give many of those classes.
We are grateful for all the help we’ve been given in getting Camphill Dingle up and running and hope to keep building
it into a home that we and the surrounding community can be proud of.

Collecting seaweed (top of page), sawing firewood and tending the vegetable garden

Where there’s a Will…you can make a Difference
For over 200 very special people in Ireland, Camphill Communities are an extremely important part of their lives.
They give them security, care, meaningful work and life. One of the ways that you can help that work to carry on and
develop is remembering the Camphill Communities in your will.
Making a will is the only way you can be sure that your wishes will be followed after you die. If you don’t make one,
part or all of your estate may go to people who you never intended to benefit. Not only that, Inheritance Tax legislation
means that, if you don’t prepare properly, a substantial part of what you leave behind may go to the State. Your loved
ones may also be grateful for this, as having your affairs in order will reduce the risk of complications and added expense.
You can make a will at any time, but often reaching certain stages in life provides the prompt we need, for example
buying a house, getting married, having children or retiring. If you don’t have one already, now might be the best time.
Any gift, whether it's 1% of your estate or £5,000 will make a real difference. By remembering us in your will, you will
be helping children and adults with a learning disability to lead fulfilled and dignified lives.
Gifting, bequests, or donations
Drawing up your own will, can be problematic. You may omit particularly important details. If you are making a will
it is worth speaking to a solicitor about your plans in detail and a solicitor will be able to advise you on the best options
available to you.
If you have any further queries regarding any of the information contained within this article, please contact the
fundraising office. See below.

Camphill Communities Calendar of Events
JUNE 2009
5th Official Opening of the new KCAT
20th Camphill Ballybay Open Day
21st Dunshane Open Day
24th St. John’s Festival Play.
28th Camphill Greenacres Drama Festival

Art & Study Centre building
Robb Farm, Ballybay.
Brannockstown, Nr. Naas.
The Watergarden, Thomastown.
Airfield, Dundrum, Dublin 14

7.00pm
2 - 5pm
2 - 5pm
Afternoon
11.30am - 5pm

JULY 2009
Arts and Crafts fortnight Camphill, Ballymoney, Gorey Middle of month
Camphill Ballymoney can be found every Saturday at the Gorey’s Farmer’s Market.
AUGUST 2009
KCAT Ten year celebrations
8th
Exhibition Opening of "Decade" a reflection on ten years of work by KCAT Studio artists.4.00 pm
Launch of "Art & Inclusion"; a new publication exploring the relevance of
inclusive arts practice and arts education as part of lifelong learning.
6.00 pm
K-ten Spectacle
9.30 pm
SEPTEMBER 2009
12th Camphill Community Mountshannon, Co. Clare Christening Day an event to mark joining Camphiill
20th Camphill Ballytobin Open Day Callan, Co. Kilkenny
NOVEMBER 2009
2- 6th Camphill Dingle, Music Festival

Community Centre Blasket Island

Camphill T-shirts are available from your local
Camphill Community or from the Fundraising office
Colours: White (with green printing)
or Green (with white printing)
Sizes: Medium or Large
Price: € 10
If you would like to be kept informed about our work and would like to receive subsequent issues of Camphill Spirit in
electronic form (pdf), please send your email address to: Michael Hilary (087-256 8810), Camphill Spirit,
c/o Camphill Communities, 1a Farmhill Park,Goatstown, Dublin 14, or email to: fundraising@camphill.ie

