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Camphill Jerpoint
Kilkenny is a farming county
Camphill Jerpoint set on ten acres close to Thomastown is a
small and unique life sharing community home to 25 people
including 9 adults with special disabilities as well as 5 day
attendees with a variety of special needs. It now comprises two
houses, two households and two flats for residents and volunteers.
Jerpoint niche is its strong person centred approach to individual
needs for people with moderate to high support needs and
significant challenging behaviour. Many adults with intellectual
disabilities need space and individual attention and Jerpoint
provides a holistic environment that allows people with a wide
variety of disabilities to get involved in gardening, farming and
processing of the food produced as well as other activities.

Care farming
Jerpoint tries to provide workplaces according to the needs of
the residents and day attendees and a decision was taken to
develop a care farm that would consist of a number of different
animals, like cows, pigs, horses and chickens. These would be
housed in such a way that people with different abilities could
look after the animals more independently. This should be a
first initiative in Kilkenny that offered to train people with
disabilities in farming.

What is care farming?
Care farming is also referred to as social farming and it widely
recognised in many countries as having immense benefit for
service users for this is observed through the modification of
behaviour reduced need for medical intervention, and
hospitalisation, or simply the awareness that service users, enjoy
working with the soil, plants and animals. There are the benefits
of working in a healthy open air environment and increasing
awareness of the natural world. For many people used to a
sedentary lifestyle in confined space, the physical benefits of
working the land can be beneficial.

Challenges for Camphill

Organic garden and view of the house

In the last years the Disability Sector has experienced cut backs in its
funding and there has been no capital funding in the last 5 years.
This means that any repairs, improvements to houses or workshops
and any new project developments, have to be met by fundraising.

Caroline having a rest on the horse while Marie waits

Objectives and goals
We need to raise €35,000, for a new care farm building to be
built by June 2014 and we need to raise public awareness for
care farming and its positive potential.

Thomastown Town of Food
Camphill Jerpoint, Camphill Café and Garden Centre, the
Workgarden are partners in a fantastic new initiative.
Thomastown has been announced as a proud winner as the
Kilkenny Town of Food Initiative. This award gives Thomastown
an amazing opportunity to develop a food education and
community hub. The Thomas Town of Food Initiative will provide:
A culinary training centre providing professional and
amateur cookery and lifestyle courses for trainees from all
over Ireland
A custom built food innovation unit to support start up
food enterprises
A community training centre and garden and an artisan
food market
to support either of these projects or to seek more information
contact: John O’Connor Camphill Community Jerpoint,
Thomastown Co. Kilkenny 087-7556764.
“The ready hand becomes the glad receiver of everlasting
gifts- mementoes and memories to last a lifetime” So wrote
Felicia von Jeetze, a volunteer co-worker from Dunshane in
her lovely contribution to this Newsletter on page 2.
Camphill Jerpoint, Callan and Dingle feature in this edition,
asking for financial support. Funding cutbacks and necessary
upgrading building work, mean that for the first time we are
making a national appeal to Help Camphill. Please support
the Community appeals and join our Monthly
Lottery Draw or Camino Walk (see enclosed).
We hope your ready hand will also become the
glad receiver.
Michael
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Memories to last a Lifetime
The giving hand also receives. And within the life-sharing,
Camphill ethos, we reflect in awe of the process of reciprocity
that is ever-present, and which is the undercurrent that sparks
the beginning of lasting friendships. The ready giver becomes
the glad receiver of everlasting gifts-mementos and memories to
last a lifetime.

A Unique Place
When I decided to join Camphill Dunshane near Naas in Co.
Kildare in 2008, I never thought that I’d spend some of the
most memorable years of my life there. Camphill life serves the
needs of special people through a holistic approach that is
grounded on the spiritual nature of man, on the belief that the
divine resides in everyone. The special person has unique talents

der presence to the homey ambience there.

The Volunteers that make it possible
Co-workers are Camphill’s greatest assets. It is quite fascinating
how, in a certain year, a group of like-minded people find
themselves living and working together in a community that
could be so dissimilar from where they come from. After four
years in Dunshane, I felt that I had undergone four lifetimes of
meeting people. The human tapestry of interaction was so
multi-layered and rich it seemed like you had gone around the
world that many times. It was heart-breaking to see co-workers
leave, knowing you’ll most likely never see them again.
The locals aren’t to be outdone with their endearing brand of
laidback assertiveness. Irish employees and co-workers are
beacons of kindness and friendliness, and always have a joke up

Maypole dancing in Dunshane

and capacities that enable them to carry out suitable work or
express themselves through artistic activity and be precious
well-springs of support. They seem to overcome their handicaps
as their disabilities are given meaning, and thus have the privilege of rising above themselves and flourishing together with
others. In turn, the co-workers get to know how it is to be in
their place, and empathy generates a symbiotic effect: special
needs people are affected by us as much as we get affected by
them.

Everyone Plays their Part
Special people are experts in making the heart glow in the most
subtle manner. They are some of the most admirable people in
the world - being robust, persevering, funny, lovable, and generous.
They unknowingly become valuable teachers by just being
themselves. I have experienced total wonderment at the sight of
someone mix the most delightful dough for wholemeal bread or
scones. An epileptic could be a great entertainer and work in
the basketry as a remarkable apprentice. Another who did not
speak could gather weeds in the garden and bring them to the
compost heap. Someone who was blind and had cerebral palsy
could mould clay into a perfect bowl with a little help, and in
her free time go to violin lessons. A girl who was spastic could
ride horses and work on the farm. Somebody with Tourette’s
disorder could chop vegetables for cooking while asking profound questions about life. Those with Down’s syndrome could
likewise work in the pottery and in the kitchen, and be enthusiastic actors or musicians. A person of varied interests could attend reading and writing lessons, work in the garden, go to
piano lessons, and also serve in the coffee shop. Someone in a
wheelchair could work in a community store, lending their ten-

Residents and co-workers of Dunshane at Powerscourt waterfall

their sleeve to make a rainy day seem less mundane.
Despite ever pressing regulations, life in Camphill provides
enough room for spontaneity and the natural flow of the Camphill
way of life. I hope the tenets for which Camphill communities
were created are preserved and given their due recognition in
the current times.

Looking back
It has been a year since I’ve left Camphill, but I feel as if I had
undergone a re-birthing process that makes me look at the bigger,
wider world in which I find myself again in a new light. I am a
different person altogether after having been touched by an
otherworldly spirit. For this I am very thankful. The smiles and
laughter of very special people will remain with me like a
reverberating echo.

Felicia von Jeetze Reutlingen, Germany

Nimble Spaces
An Enabling and Sustainable Design and
Development Initiative in Callan Co Kilkenny
Camphill Callan in partnership with Commonage and Susliving
Today’s Irish social and economic crisis demands creative
pathways to a brighter and achievable future. This project brings
together a number of important aims: collaborative design
processes enabling disadvantaged people to design their own
homes: architecture that fosters inclusive support relationships:
ultra efficiency, sustainability and low cost community
construction approaches.
Set in a Camphill farm in Co. Kilkenny, Westcourt aims to
establish a new vision for creating social support networks, engaged

Commonage- Architecture for Inclusion and Enabling
Design
Commonage is a young organisation exploring a creative
understanding of the shared built environment. The principle of
social inclusion demands a new architectural ethic- in the design
of buildings and the planning of communities. Commonage is
leading a collaborative process bringing together architects and
people with disabilities in shared design process.

Susliving- Educating for a Sustainable Future
Susliving is pioneering learning opportunities in all aspects of
sustainable living. This project will be the basis for an
experimental programme for Students from planning stage
through construction to ongoing use and management of
energy, construction, and horticultural aspects of sustainable
thinking and skills development.

Renewable Energy Innovation- at Minimum Cost

Group discussion on ‘What means home to me’

architecture and sustainable living models.

Camphill Callan- Supportive Communities
A residential community affiliated with the International
Camphill Movement, which fosters the development and
community support of people with developmental disabilities.
Camphill Callan is extending the cutting edge of personalization
and empowerment into the field of housing design.
Our aim is to create a cluster of individual homes designed by
and for their own occupants.
Patrick and Gladys Lydon in front of the nearly completed home

Radical new models for utility infrastructure and ultra-efficient
energy usage are needed all over the world- to reduce consumption
in the developed regions and to deliver effective energy networks
to vast populations . By 2020, there will be 2 million people
without basic power for light or communication.
New resilient community power models, based on DC microgrids
and renewable energy sources, are being designed to deliver
quality power at a fraction of current costs. The cluster of buildings
in Westcourt will incorporate unique energy systems essential to
all our futures.

An Appeal
Nimble spaces has received seed funding in Ireland and applications
are being made to arts and rural development government agencies.
We are looking for help to find people and philanthropies that
would be intrigued and inspired by the NIMBLE SPACES Project
We are planning a Kickstarter Campaign and would welcome
any support or advice. We have enthusiasm, ingenuity and
commitment, now we need solidarity. Please give a hand.
Contact Patrick Lydon, The workhouse, Callan,
Co Kilkenny, Phone 087 7972717.

Completion
at CAMPHILL COMMUNITY THE BRIDGE. KILCULLEN
The work on the completion of the Nature Trail and River Walk at The Bridge Camphill
Community, Kilcullen was undertaken by 100 volunteers from the Underwriting Exchange.
Represented by over 20 separate companies from the Irish Insurance Industry as well as
15 people from London, this Corporate Social Responsibility programme was organised by
Denis O’Reilly from “Difference Days” who’s company links businesses with community
organisations to help and to perform very cost effective work.
In the day they undertook a huge task of building fences, planting an orchard, building an
outdoor classroom, gazebo and 2 deck picnic areas and installing seating along the 700 metre
nature trail. This day’s work for Camphill represented 700 hours of man power.
Camphill thanks Stephen O’Connor, Adele Sutherland and Karen Avery of the Underwriting Exchange and while the walk has
become very popular with the locals, sales have also increased in the coffee shop and organic farm shop.

Mosaic in the garden
Beautiful seating in beautiful surroundings

One of the pagodas

Plenty of workers who did plenty of work

Camphill Family and
Friends Association
Over the last couple of years, the Camphill Family and
Friends Association (CFFA) has put a lot of effort into
contributing to the debate on the development of the new
structures for Camphill. Now that the structures have been
largely finalised (subject to agreement of the Revenue
Commissioners) we have turned our attention to the other
roles of the association. Our top three priorities for this year are
Assisting Camphill with lobbying the government
From left:Tony McCann (Dunshane), Frank Burke (Ballybay),
and HSE with regard to both funding and also
Simon Lancaster (Ballytobin), John Hughes (Grangebeg),
policies in relation to people with special needs.
Miriam Moffitt (Dunshane), Sorcha Maguire (Grangemockler),
Mary Reilly (Ballytobin), Philip Ryan (Greenacres).
Assisting Camphill with fundraising.
Improving our communications with all family and
friends so that a wider group are aware of the issues facing Camphill and what is being done to deal with them.
We have also been building stronger links with the Council, the fundraising group and ad-hoc groups like the Think Tank as we can
offer resources to these groups as well as providing the perspectives of family and friends. This also helps us to understand the issues
and developments within Camphill and convey these to the wider group of family and friends.
In the next couple of months we will be working closely with Joe Lynch (National Governance Co-ordinator for Camphill ) on
lobbying TDs in advance of the budget. Camphill will make a presentation to members of the Oireachtas in Leinster House.
We would appreciate your support in encouraging your local TDs to attend. If you send us your email address (see below on how to
contact us) we will send you a letter you can use when approaching your local TD. We will also be working with Joe and the
fundraising group on a number of fundraising initiatives such as the Camino walk and the Monthly Draw.
If you would like more information on the CFFA please contact us at camphillffa@gmail.com

Camphill makes two national appointments
Two
. National posts were initiated to support the work of the board of directors of the company of Camphill Communities of
Ireland by coordinating and facilitating various activities in the areas of governance, compliance, financial reporting, social policy
and HIQA registration. Both appointees are keenly aware of the diminishing financial resources and a changing environment for
the community and they have been employed to assist Communities and the Council in making the most of resources at hand.
A particular emphasis of these roles will be to protect & maintain the specific ethos and values of the organisation and support
the vocational roles of volunteer coworkers. Both Joe and Adrienne have huge experience in the relevant fields and the Council
and the Communities welcome their input at this vital time of change.
Joe lynch is a native of Drogheda, Co. Louth and is married to Wendy and they have two grown up daughters. Joe holds a BSc.
(Hons) (open) and has diplomas in ICT Teaching and Management & Industrial relations and a postgraduate diploma in Mediation Studies and he is QFA. He has worked with the Irish Defence Forces for 23 years before moving to
the community and voluntary sector in his capacity as the first CEO of the ex-servicemen and women’s
homeless initiative ONET. Joe has also worked with the disability Federation and the Irish Concrete Federation before returning to the C&V sector as CEO of the Parkinson’s Association. Joe joined Camphill as National Governance Coordinator in December 2013. The National Governance Office was based in the
Bridge Community but has been moved to Dunshane in August this year. Joe will be involved in governance
issues such as finance and management within Communities and is deeply involved in discussions with
HSE around funding and service agreements. The National Office number is 045-483735.
Adrienne Smith is the National Policy and Social Care Co-ordinator and is the named Registered Provider for Camphill in its
registration with HIQA.
Her work covers a broad area but has two broad streams; the first is working with Communities providing advice and support.
This typically would involve working on planning changes that are happening in the Community, developing best practice in social
care, training, use of audit tools and how to respond to an incident. The second area of her work is largely to do with preparing for
registration with HIQA and ensuring there is compliance with HIQA Quality Standards.
Adrienne works to the Council of CCoI who has set up a Programme Board to strategically plan, oversee and support communities
in preparing for the HIQA registration process. The Board is chaired by Miriam Moffet from Camphill Family & Friends. She works
closely with each of the 6 CCoI Working Groups that are represented on the Board developing action plans and supporting the
development of documentation and policy & procedure. One of these documents will involve developing a service agreement
between residents and Camphill. We will shortly have a draft document which we will be sending out to families for consultation and feedback.

HELP US TO RAISE FUNDS FOR CAMPHILL
Camphill Communities have suffered cutbacks of more than 20% in recent years. Some of our buildings are now over 40 years old
and in need of upgrading to make them safer and better suited for their purpose. HELP US raise vital funds to support and develop
Camphill services and maintain and upgrade Camphill buildings around Ireland. As a parent myself of a daughter in Camphill, I know
all parents, siblings and friends take great comfort from the fulfilling lives our loved ones have in these beautiful Camphill places.
Please give something back by supporting these two fundraising initiatives below!

1

WALK THE CAMINO WAY WITH CAMPHILL
Help us raise money and have a wonderful experience.
Join us from 5th-12th May 2014 on a fantastic journey as we walk the last 116
km of the Camino Way to Santiago de Compostela

Details:
Fundraising Target €2800. Deposit €300.
You will have full support and sponsorship cards from our team who will help
you reach your target.
Your Camino walk with Camphill includes:
Return Flights from Dublin. All internal transfers and luggage transport.
Twin Sharing Accommodation ( Single available ). Travel Insurance.
Guide and Doctor with us at all times. Pre departure training and briefing day.
For more information contact Michael or Joe (See Below)

2 JOIN THE CAMPHILL MONTHLY LOTTERY AND BE IN
WITH A CHANCE TO WIN ¤500, ¤300, ¤200 in monthly prizes
We are seeking 200 members/friends to commence this lottery. We will be distributing 50% of income in prizes.
Every one who signs up for €10 will have an equal chance of winning a prize. Winners will be notified and will appear on our website.
For information about Camino Walk or Lottery or for more lottery standing order forms for your friends Please Contact:
Michael Hilary at 087-2568810 or email mhilary@esatclear.ie / Joe Lynch at 087 8154467 or email joelynch@camphill.ie
Or your nearest Camphill Community
Please cut out Bank Mandate and send to: Camphill Community Fundraising, Camphill Community Dunshane,
Brannockstown Naas, Co Kildare. (or use enclosed envelope to The Bridge Community)

Standing order Mandate
Name: .......................................................................................................................................................................................
Address: ....................................................................................................................................................................................
..................................................................................................................................................................................................
Email: .......................................................................................................................................................................................
Bank Details
Bank Name: ..............................................................................................................................................................................
Bank Address: ...........................................................................................................................................................................
Account No: .......................................................................... Sort Code: ................................................................................
Please debit my account and pay Camphill Fundraising, Account No. 00627907, Sort Code 98-50-55
/

/

or on that date from when the lottery commences.

✂

€10 per month First Payment

Signature: .................................................. Date: .............................................. Our Reference: .............................................

Camphill KCAT in Dublin

I’ve been going to the KCAT end of year show for years and always
felt that the work should be shown in Dublin in order to expose
it to a different and wider audience. Last December I asked
Nick van Vliet would he help me organise something and happily he agreed. Initially we thought of a pop up shop in Dun
Laoghaire.
But after getting some sound advice from a few gallery owners,
we approached Dublin City Council and they kindly offered the
use of the Atrium on Wood Quay. After initial meetings with
Declan and Anja in KCAT we settled on the venue and proceeded
the National
College
of Art
and Design,
to open the
Declan
McGonagle
(Director
of NCAD)
makingagreed
his inspirational
opening
speech.
show we were delighted. His opening speech was inspiring.
He spoke about how art is essentially communication and how
we are all creative, and this creativity expresses our citizenship.
The opening night was well attended and it was great to see old
friends of Camphill like Pol O Morachur and new friends like the
Micheál Ó Muircheartaigh who knows Camphill in Dingle. We were

Lorna Corrigan (one of the artists /left) and Aine Kelly (the main organiser
to select work for the show.
/ right) welcoming the visitors

The exhibition had to be mounted without spending any money
so we had a few of obstacles to overcome; the biggest cost being
mounting boards as there is no wall space to hang paintings in
the Atrium. We got a lot of favours from a lot of people.
In particular the promoter Louis O Sullivan and Ronnie Smith
who kindly gave us the display boards free of charge which made
the exhibition feasible.
Choosing what paintings to show in the exhibition was the fun
bit, because everywhere we looked in the KCAT studio was full

of stunning
One
of the overworks.
fifty works exhibited at the Atrium
Finding the right personality to open the exhibition was a most
time-consuming exercise. So when Declan McGonagle, director of

Detail of ‘Thank God it’s Friday’ by Margaret Walker

also delighted when Ali and Bono Hewson bought two paintings.
All the feedback on the exhibition was really positive with comments
like “it would lift anybody's heart", "art from the gut not the
intellect"and "this show should tour Ireland".
The public space gave wonderful opportunities for feedback
from both staff and general public on their way to pay bills and
doing other business with Dublin City Council. An architect
coming from a meeting with the City Council was talking in the
Atrium when the exhibition caught his eye. He found he couldn’t
concentrate on the conversation and immediately phoned his
wife to come in and see the work and subsequently he bought
one of the paintings.
Sales were beyond our expectations. We sold more than 50
works, raising
Euros. But it's not only about the raising of
funds. KCAT artists have offered something different and inspiring
to the city of Dublin for the short time the exhibition was running
and the awareness of KCAT and the work of the Camphill
Communities of Ireland got a much deserved boost.

KCAT stands for Kilkenny Collective for Arts and Talent and are based at Mill Lane, Callan, Co.Kilkenny

www.camphill.ie/kcat

Contact: Anja Terpstra 087 6645662

CAMPHILL DINGLE’S DREAM
A new Home and Workshop
How lovely it would be, to have:

A house with space for a large household of ten or more
Accessible, so that people who use wheelchairs could live there
Built solidly and to purpose – no need for constant changes or repairs
Ideal for those who need calm and stability, in order to thrive.
A workshop that would be heaven to work in
No wind blowing through the walls
Plenty of room for weaver’s looms
Permanent, not a rickety shed
Our long held dream:
It was just over 8 years ago that we set out to create a new Camphill community in the south west of Ireland. But to find the real
beginning, you would have to go back another 10 years to a group of parents who desperately wanted their children to have fulfilling
lives there. They fund raised tirelessly, so that farm land could be bought in a quiet rural location a few miles from Dingle town in
Co. Kerry. The land had only a little stone house on it, so that from the beginning the biggest challenge was to find somewhere to
live. We rented two houses, one of them in a really bad state, which meant we spent months making it fit and safe for a community
like ours. We dreamt of owning our own house. We created a garden planted fruit trees and bushes, and fenced the land to make it
safe. Friends and neighbours of all ages turned out to plant a forest of donated saplings on the boggy land below our garden and
up on the slopes looking out towards the mountains. We built a poly tunnel in the garden, put up a pre-fab building for our weaver
and wheeled in a mobile home for our candle workshop. So many people showed us kindness and generosity. Local farmers offered
endless support and advice, and helped us put up a farm building and every animal in our farm has been a gift.
We are very grateful for all the help we have been getting in getting Camphill Dingle up and running. We are now 20 people making
a fulfilling life together. We have created opportunities where none existed before but without a home, of our own it is hard to sustain
what we have built.
Update: Camphill Dingle have gained planning permission and have fundraised and saved towards their building project but are
not there yet and now face the challenge of finding the remaining funding in this recession. Can you help?
Contact: Betsie Konink 086 3497969

Thomas, Betsie and crew in the cramped canteen

If you would like to be kept informed about our work and would like to receive subsequent issues of
Camphill Spirit in electronic form (pdf ), please send your email address to:
Michael Hilary (087- 256 8810), Camphill Spirit,
c/o Camphill Communities, 1a Farmhill Park, Goatstown, Dublin 14,
or email to: fundraising@camphill.ie

